Southern Question is perhaps the weakest aspect of this book. In the conclusion, he not only condemns Giolitti's strategy during the epidemic but also links it to the persistent failure of government policy in the South throughout the Liberal period (1860 to 1922 (1994) . The extent to which he repeated himself over the years is all too evident here. The cumulative effect of this book has been to force me to articulate why I find Crombie's vision so deeply unsatisfactory. It seems to me that he essentializes Western science to the point where all methods and techniques which now come under the broad heading of "science" have always existed in one form or another. His approach is so flexible that as new techniques appear, so their origins will be discovered in the same place as always: the West. Fundamental differences of ideology and belief are concealed under the bland term of "styles", while the role that power, authority, passion and desire play in the making of science is rendered completely invisible. With his gaze firmly fixed on his ideal men, the forces which shaped the direction and goals of such rational beings are resolutely ignored. From the perspective of a younger generation that has de-idealized science, Crombie's account of well-behaved and morally upright scientists moving always towards the truth with unmixed rationality and integrity seems remarkably dated. 
